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2. Prioritise the achievement of the full Continuum of Care (early identification, education and support, 
assistive technology, rehabilitation services) will revolutionise eye health care in the next decade 
and support  national progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

Chapter IV. Youth and future generations 

Globally, at least 450 million children have a sight condition that needs treatment, with 90 million children 
currently living with some form of sight loss; the majority in low- and middle-income countries. Younger 
generations are experiencing worsening vision at a faster-than-expected rate, with 50% of the world’s 
population expected to be myopic by 2050. Children and youth with unaddressed vision impairments are up 
to five times less likely to be in formal education, have poorer educational outcomes, and risk future earning 
potential and well-being. Unless action is taken now, future need will exceed capacity and the world’s youth 
will be left behind.    

 Increasing access to education and ensuring learning and achievement for all is critical for human capital, 
security and economic growth. Well-integrated, innovative strategies to address the growing need around 
eye health are therefore required. School eye health programmes, including sight screenings, referral 
systems and health promotion, are highly cost-effective to administer, and their benefits are significant – 
with potentially more than 700 million children throughout the world gaining access to crucial services.  

Recommendation: 

1. Prioritise the implementation of school eye health programmes to tackm2


