


conflicts, fragility and frequent climate disasters, where households everywhere are facing a cost-
of-living crisis, countries facing debt challenges should not have to opt for austerity measures 
that undercut their social protection systems, a critical lifeline for the most vulnerable. Instead, 
they should be equipped with the capacity for domestic resource mobilization, by addressing 
corruption and illicit financial flows and adopting progressive tax systems, and governments and 
international financial institutions taking concrete steps to make universal social protection a 
reality.  

Key recommendations: 

1. Implement a minimum social protection for all workers, which should include income 
protection, healthcare, and disability insurance and concrete mechanisms for claiming 
unemployment insurance.  

2. Ensure adequate social protection cash transfers and public health services reach all 
corners of every country, which in most developing countries means finding ways to 
expand the volume and reach of social protection outlays, taking care to stem the leakage 



 

An enabling environment for resilient Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)  

MSMEs are the engine of growth in many emerging economies and collectively represent more 
than 70% of global employment and 50% of GDP and make critical contributions to broader socio-
economic objectives. Their resilience must be ensured through major regulatory reforms, shifts 
in business operation models, access to reliable finance and credit, and digital transformation to 
withstand and survive shocks.  

Key recommendations:  

1. Reform labour markets, and trade infrastructure, and improve the overall business 
environment to facilitate vertical Global Value Chain linkages between domestic MSMEs 
and larger domestic and foreign firms. 

2. Implement digital payment systems to assist MSMEs to improve cash flow and reduce 
their operation cost as well as digitalization to help them expand their online customer 
base.  

3. Scale up investments in Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) which provide a range of 
financial services to micro and small enterprises and poor and underserved segments of 
society.  

4. Facilitate an enabling environment through reliable, affordable, and timely credit 
developing financial products tailored to the needs of MSMEs and curtailing exploitative 
lending practices in the informal sector.  

5. The economic downturn following the pandemic has hit SMEs hard, inducing them to turn 



to follow up on this proposal and the Mbeki Panel report, which called for: “Track it. Stop it. Get 
it. And use it to finance the SDGs”?  

Addressing loss and damage from climate change 

Climate change risks stemming from loss and damage are associated with extreme weather 
events like hurricanes, floods, and wildfires and with slow-onset events, such as sea level rise, 
increasing temperatures, ocean acidification, glacial retreat, salinization, land and forest 
degradation, loss of biodiversity, and desertification. Some of the losses incurred are measurable 
in economic terms such as destruction of property and loss of livelihood. However, non-economic 
losses and damage (NELD) extend to many other areas such as the loss of culture, identity, 



(Add your organization’s concise, concrete, and action-oriented recommendations for Chapter 2)  

 

Chapter III. Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation 

(Access to the Internet, Technology, and Innovation, 

Investing in affordable and accessible Internet and digital technologies is necessary for the 
implementation of Sustainable Development Goals and better management of all resources for 
a green transition.  

Key recommendations: 

1. Incentivize access to affordable fibre optic cables, both on 




