
about:blank
about:blank


about:blank
about:blank


Chapter III. Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation 

The World Summit on the Information Society (Geneva 2003 and Tunis 2005) adopted the 
consensus that Internet governance encompasses both technical and public policy issues 
(paras 59 and 60, Tunis Agenda for the Information Society), and should involve 
“governments, private sector, civil society and international organizations, in their respective 
roles”, with states having “rights and responsibilities” for addressing such issues in the global 
arena. Any new mechanism on digital cooperation should be explicitly bound by the WSIS 
Consensus. 

Digital issues inevitably appear in global discussions on issues as varied as digital trade, 
biodiversity, health, food, and oceans. Checks and balances necessary to prevent scope-
creep in the participation of non-governmental stakeholders and the predictable capture of the 
discourse by dominant countries and their big tech corporations. Forty per cent of the world 
population (some 3 billion people) have no access to the Internet, and 96% of them live in 
developing countries. To appropriately reflect their concerns, those countries and groups 
should be adequately represented in the deliberations on digital cooperation.   

In the design of both short and long term institutional arrangements, the right to development 
of people in the digital society and economy is of paramount importance. But a consensus for 
better access and connectivity for all cannot translate into extractive and adverse inclusion of 
the majority nations and peoples. A bargain for digital justice has to be an empowering deal 
that realigns global digital power to democratize the socio-





Multilateral development banks and global funds cannot be an unbiased source for relevant 
expertise, due to their one-dollar-one-vote governance. Normative and advisory work should 
be UN key functions, from which the UN’s more downstream operational activities should 
follow. A robust core funding base – assessed or voluntary – is needed for the UN to provide 
and strengthen its normative and advisory functions, and to do so in the most impartial way 
possible. 
 
The future of multilateralism cannot ignore the pre-eminence of digital policies for our shared 
global coexistence. Networked multilateralism with less hierarchical decision-making and 
many different actors is desirable in the design of a more equal world. But without a clear 
separation of roles, responsibilities, and powers of state and non-state actors in such 
distributed decision-making, such a move is likely to reinforce the corporate domination of 
digital policy debates in global digital cooperation arrangements.  
 
 


