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cognitive, and behavioral. Grounded in transdisciplinarity, ESD engages learners with diverse knowledges 
to work towards desirable futures in response to pressing challenges of our times. Therefore, – when 
transformative and with sustainability as a purpose – education has unique potential for the individual 
and for societies to achieve a more just and equitable world. Formally recognized as a key enabler of all 
SDGs in 2017/2019/2021 and most recently in December 2023, quality education with ESD at the core 
deserves mentioning in each chapter of the Pact for the Future. 

Higher education can be a facilitator, bringing together various stakeholders and combining teaching and 
learning, research, community engagement and collaborative partnerships. Participatory knowledge 
building, sharing, mobilization and transfer are at the core of all streams of its mandate. Thus, higher 
education is well positioned in society and at the science-policy interface to support societal change with 
evidence-based recommendations and to model sustainable development in practice at the global and 
local level.  

One specific example of creating a shared vision for ESD from the perspective of higher education is the 
ESD Statement developed by the UNITWIN Network on ESD & Societal Transformation.  
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Chapter III. Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation 

Member states are hoped to support partnerships for the enhancement and application of open 
educational resources globally, such as the Joint Committee on UNESCO OER Recommendation, hosted by 
the SDG Academy. In addition, enhancing the understanding and application of open science efforts could 
be crucial to create new transdisciplinary knowledge, e. g., IAU´s Expert Group on Open Science. 

Addressing youth perspectives in the conversation, especially on the potential of artificial intelligence, its 
ethical dimensions, with artificial intimacy fundamentally changing future human relationships, is crucial, 
e.g., with the SDG Student Hub at York University.  
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