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for education, the active participation of finance ministries in these national dialogues is also critical. 

Include multiple constituencies

National dialogues should seek to ensure meaningful engagement of the full set of education stakeholders beyond 

government.  This includes the voices of students and youth organizations, teachers and teacher associations who are 

central protagonists in all processes of innovation and transformation. It could also include networks of adolescent 

girls and young women, feminist movements, civil society groups who often bring unique expertise, advocacy and 

mobilization capacity. Parliamentarians, the private sector, development partners, education advocates, community 

and religious leaders, academia, research institutions and university networks can also inform dialogues with data and 

evidence. 

Depending on circumstances, stakeholders may also decide to organize their own parallel dialogues and submit their 

visions for a reimagined education to both national consultation process and the overall Summit process.

Focus on youth 

Transforming education starts with young people as agents of change. Adequate representation of children, youth 

and students in government-led consultations is essential.

Roles and responsibilities

National consultations will involve or draw on the following key actors, depending on the local circumstances.

- National convenor: Heads of State and Government are encouraged to appoint a national convenor to 

oversee the consultation process on their behalf. National Convenors will seek to ensure that consultations 

are intersectoral and multi-sectoral, inclusive and results-oriented.

- National Commissions for UNESCO can also help support government-led national consultations. 

- UN Country Teams (UNCTs), where they exist, will be mobilized under the leadership of the UN Resident 

Coordinator to support this process, with UNICEF and UNESCO playing a key role in national consultations, 

depending on the local context. 

- Special Adviser of the Secretary-General: The Special Adviser and the Summit secretariat will work to 

mobilize global and regional level networks and platforms, including those organized by and for civil society 

organizations and youth organizations, to support and facilitate national consultations within and beyond 

their constituencies. 
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Outputs and expected follow-up

National consultations are expected to inform the development of National Statements of Commitment to Transform 

Education. 

-




