
 
 

BIOS OF SPEAKERS 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Charlo'e Valeur, Denmark/U.K. 
Charlo'e Valeur has over 35 years of experience in finance, primarily as an investment 
banker in Denmark and the UK. She is an experienced FTSE Chair, Non-ExecuHve 
Director, and corporate governance expert, serving on a variety of boards – as well as 
delivering training and advising boards in corporate governance through her company 



AFRICA 
 
 

Claire Fourie, South Africa 
Claire is a Counselling Psychologist and Senior Clinician at the Neurodiversity Centre 
(NDC), based in Cape Town, South Africa. She is a PhD candidate at the University of 
Cape Town (UCT) in the Department of Pediatrics and Child Health, invesHgaHng the 
sex-based phenotypic differences between boys and girls with AuHsm Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). For her PhD, Claire has a fellowship under Professor Kirsty Donald, 
and has worked on the NeuroDEV study - invesHgaHng the geneHcs of child 

development. Claire is a co-author of the published book !"#$%&'()&*##+&,-#./&0)12/3.45#1. Special 
interests and areas of experHse include: 



Elsie Rose Akerele, Nigeria 
For 17 years, Elsie 



ASIA 
 
 

Joel Godi, India 
Joel Godi, a seasoned social psychologist and learning and development (L&D) 

https://www.amazon.com/Autism-Falafel-Rock-Roll-atypical-ebook/dp/B089ZZMMGM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/faizarahman/
https://ndpakistan.org/


RepresentaHve, a Mercyhurst Student Ambassador, a CREATE Junior Counselor, and a Senior Class Gil 
Commi'ee Member. Last summer, June worked as a meeHngs and events Intern as part of the Cornell 
Hospitality Internship Program in New York. She is well on her way to a career in sports event planning. 
 
 

Alice Yip Wai Ping, Hong Kong, China 
Alice Yip Wai Ping is a pianist and advanced piano teacher whose journey 
exemplifies the transformaHve power of music. Diagnosed with auHsm at a young 
age, Alice found solace and purpose in playing the piano, which became a guiding 
light through her unique challenges. Despite facing obstacles, she graduated from 
the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. Alice's musical prowess has earned 
her numerous accolades, including First Prizes in presHgious compeHHons like the 
Piano House CompeHHon, the New York Victory InternaHonal Music CompeHHon 



Aaron Jackson, Australia 
Aaron is a Technology Leader working in Financial Services and merges a 
background in financial modelling and data engineering with a passionate 



With thanks to: 
 

Patrick Brown, Australia (Oceania Project Coordinator)  
Patrick's journey is a testament to resilience and advocacy. With a background in 
computer science and having worked with like-minded individuals, Patrick has 
demonstrated his ability to thrive as a neuro-divergent professional when he first 
accepted a pos

https://www.linkedin.com/in/phate/




NORTH AMERICA



 
Robert Schmus, MSW, LCSW, United States 
Robert Schmus serves as a mental health professional, as well as an auHsHc self-
advocate. In his pracHce, Robert supports the neurodiverse community, including 
auHsHc individuals, using a variety of therapeuHc intervenHons. His experience as 
a clinical professional on the auHsm spectrum places him in a unique role. As a 
self-advocate, Robert has experience educaHng communiHes on topics relaHng to 
the auHsHc and neurodiverse communiHes, such as employment, relaHonships, 
mental health, independence, and self-advocacy. He has done this through 

podcast interviews and speaking at conferences. Such examples include being a keynote speaker at the 44th 
Annual Philadelphia Regional Developmental DisabiliHes Conference at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia in October 2022, as well as conducHng a workshop on social networking at the Massachuse's 
Advocates Standing Strong (MASS) 25th Gala and Self Advocacy Conference in May 2023. He and a 
colleague have created a group called Schmus & St. Clair (www.schmusstclair.com) where they offer such 
services. 
 
 

Sydney Elaine Butler, Canada 
Sydney Elaine Butler is the founder of Accessible Creates, and a speaker, HR/DEIA 

http://www.schmusstclair.com/


THE CARIBBEAN 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/anegrettes/


 
 

Sarah Fernn, Brazil 
Sarah Fernn is a neurodivergent entrepreneur and social impact leader from LaHn 
America (São Paulo - Brazil) from a business and technology background. She is 
the founder of Stardust Zone, a pioneering start-up championing inclusion and 
employability in the STEAM field for neurodivergents. Using her neurodivergent 
traits as a fuel for innovaHon, she embarked on her entrepreneurial journey at 21 
and has a steadfast passion for the potenHal of technology and accessibility.  
h'ps://www.linkedin.com/in/sarahfernn/ 
 

 
Carolina Durán Negrete, Colombia 
Carolina Durán Negrete (Cartagena de Indias, 1977) studied law at the University 
of Cartagena and is an internaHonal specialist in transport law at the Universidad 
Externado de Colombia. She holds a master’s degree in transport law and 
management from the Jaume I University. Carolina published the books "Analysis 
of the legal nature of UberBLACK in Colombia: ComparaHve study" (October 2019) 
and "Intelligent Systems for transportaHon, a guide without traffic jams" (October 
2023). She has advised on ITS issues with different territorial enHHes, the NaHonal 

University of Colombia and the Ministry of Transport of Colombia. 
 
 

TaUana Lee, Colombia 
TaHana Lee Amaya is a poliHcal scienHst who graduated from Los Andes University 
in Bogota, Colombia. She has varied work experience across different industries, 
geographies, organizaHons, and funcHons. TaHana has worked on issues related to 
public health, immigraHon, educaHon, and internaHonal development. Currently, 
she is compleHng a Human Resources Management cerHficaHon aler which she 
intends to conHnue her career in this field. 
 

 
 

Jessica Sánchez, Peru 
Jessica Sánchez Vargas is a Peruvian business leader with an undergraduate 
degree in management and a graduate cerHficate in community relaHons. She 
has pursued various professional roles, such as markeHng, public relaHons, and 
business consulHng. Jessica has worked for more than 10 years in the non-profit 
sector in pursuit of her passion for people’s human rights. She is the ExecuHve 
Director of MySmallHelp Peru, a non-profit that supports people with 
disabiliHes, and neurodiverse and rural communiHes. MSH Peru focuses on the 
educaHon, well-being, and inclusion of vulnerable populaHons. 

LinkedIn: h'p://linkedin.com/in/jessica-sánchez-vargas-a7591528 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarahfernn/



