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Chapter VII

Disarmament

In the field of disarmament, 2015 saw a continua-
tion of the mixed trends and developments that had 
characterized the work of the United Nations during 
the previous year—some progress as well as some set-
backs. �e adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development in September was a milestone for 
the cause of disarmament because the Agenda linked, 
for the first time, sustainable development with dis-
armament. By specifically highlighting the devastat-
ing impact that the illicit and unregulated arms trade 
was having on lives and livelihoods, the Agenda gave 
impetus to tackling that threat to human security.

�e debate over nuclear disarmament highlighted 
widening divisions, in particular between nuclear-
weapon States and their allies on the one hand, and 
non-nuclear-weapon States on the other, over the 
pace and scale of the implementation of nuclear dis-
armament commitments. �at was prominently dis-
played at the Review Conference of the Parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(

destruction remained one of the main reasons for 
the inability of the  Review Conference to reach 
a consensus.

Efforts to increase cooperation between nuclear-
weapon-free zones also stagnated. �e proceedings 
of the �ird Conference of States Parties and Signa-
tories of Treaties that Establish Nuclear-Weapon-Free 
Zones and Mongolia were limited to a general ex-
change of views after the participants were unable to 
overcome a dispute regarding participation and lost 
a common vision for how to implement the practical 
steps that had been agreed to in 2010.

Continuing divisions were evident in the 
Conference on Disarmament, which was once again 
unable to break its deadlock and commence ne-
gotiations or discussions on the basis of an agreed 
programme of work. �ere was also no progress on 
a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear 
weapons, since the Conference on Disarmament, 
during its annual session, was unable to undertake 
negotiations on that subject as called for by the 
General Assembly in 2014. Stagnation in both the 
Conference on Disarmament and the Disarmament 
Commission also contributed to renewed failure to 
bring into force the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty.

Progress was mixed at the regional level. �e 
successful completion of international negotiations 
on a Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on Iran’s 
nuclear programme was a notable advance for non-
prol
the General Assembly adopted several resolutions 
reflecting those concerns. �ose included a resolu

flict continued to be the scene of allegations involving 
the use of chemical weapons and toxic chemicals. In 
a united effort to identify the perpetrators of those 
crimes and bring them to justice, the Security 
Council in August passed resolution 2235(2015), 
establishing the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons–United Nations Joint Investiga-
tive Mechanism.

�e historic adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty 
in 2013 had marked a milestone in international 
efforts to regulate the global trade in conventional 
arms and to promote peace and security. As at the 
end of 2015, roughly two thirds of Member States 
had signed the Treaty since its opening for signa-
ture on 3 June 2013, and 79 States had ratified or 
acceded to it.

�e United Nations regional centres for peace 
and disarmament continued their work on capacity-
building measures for preventing the illicit trade in 
small arms and light weapons, while also assisting 
Member States and key stakeholders in implementing 
Security Council resolution 1540(2004) regarding 
the non-proliferation to non-state actors of weapons 
of mass destruction.



2 Part One: Political and security questions

YUN 2015—2nd proof—01 June 2022

memorate and promote the International Day for 





4 Part One: Political and security questions

YUN 2015—2nd proof—01 June 2022

UN role in disarmament

Disarmament and development

Report of Secretary-General. In response to 
General Assembly resolution 69/56 [YUN 2014, p. 613], 
the Secretary-General in July [A/70/163 & Add.1] re-
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Nuclear disarmament

In response to General Assembly resolutions 69/40 
[YUN 2014, p. 616], 69/43 [ibid., p. 627] and 69/48 [ibid., 
p. 620]
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adopted by General Assembly resolution 50/245 
[YUN 1996, p. 454]. Angola became a party during the 
year. In accordance with article XIV,  would en-
ter into force 180 days after the 44 States possessing 
nuclear reactors listed in Annex 2 of the Treaty had 
deposited their instruments of ratification. By year’s 
end, 36 of those States had ratified the Treaty.

Group of Eminent Persons. �e senior states-
men, politicians and experts who constituted the 
Group of Eminent Persons met in Seoul in June 
to rally support for the Treaty’s entry into force 
and highlight the threat posed by nuclear weapons 
testing. During that meeting, the Group considered 
the status of the Treaty, identified ways to advance 
its entry into force, assessed developments on the 
Korean peninsula and their implications for regional 
peace and security and issued the Seoul Declaration, 
containing a call for the Treaty’s entry into force. �e 
Group also met in Hiroshima, Japan, in August and 
adopted the Hiroshima Declaration, which stated that 
the entry into force of the Treaty was one of the most 
essential practical measures for nuclear disarmament 
and non-proliferation, also calling for a multilateral 
approach to engage the leadership of the remaining 
eight Annex 2 States and with the aim of facilitating 
their respective ratification processes.

Report of Secretary General. In July [A/70/171], 
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69/81 
[YUN 2014, p. 626], the Secretary-General, in 
consultation with the Preparatory Commission for 
, reported on the efforts of States that had rat-
ified the Treaty towards its universalization, and on 
possibilities for providing assistance on ratification 
procedures to States that requested it, covering the 
period from June 2014 to May 2015.

Conference on facilitating CTBT 
entry into force

�e ninth biennial Conference on Facilitating 
the Entry into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test-Ban Treaty (New York, 29 September) [CTBT-
Art.XIV/2015/6] was attended by 91 States. Participants 
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programme was limited mainly to satellite imagery. 
Based on the available information, however, the 
 nuclear programme remained a matter of serious 
concern and had undergone regrettable developments 
that constituted clear violations of relevant Security 
Council resolutions. �e Director General called on 
the  to comply fully with its obligations under 
relevant Security Council resolutions, to cooperate 
promptly with the Agency in the full and effective 
implementation of its  Safeguards Agreement and 
to resolve all outstanding issues, including those that 
had arisen during the absence of Agency inspectors.

IAEA General Conference. In a September res-
olution [GC(59)/RES/14], the  General Conference 
condemned the three nuclear tests conducted by the 
 and called on the country to refrain from con-
ducting any further tests. �e Conference deplored 
all the  ongoing nuclear activities, including the 
restart of the 5MW(e) graphite moderated reactor, 
the operation and extension of the uranium enrich-
ment facility, and the construction activities at the 
light water reactor at Yongbyon, and urged it to halt 
such activities and any efforts to readjust or expand 
its nuclear facilities.

(For more information on UN concern with the 
 nuclear programme and related sanctions, see 
p. 000.)

Iran

During the year, the Director General submitted 
four reports [GOV/2015/15, GOV/2015/34, GOV/2015/50, 
GOV/2015/65] to the Board of Governors on the imple-
mentation of Iran’s  safeguards agreements and 
relevant Security Council resolutions. �e Director 
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organizations, discussed strengthening cooperation 
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Amended Protocol II on Mines, Booby-traps 
and Other Devices

Meeting of experts

The Amended Protocol II Group of Experts 
meeting (Geneva, 9–10 April) [CCW/AP.II/CONF.17/3] 
continued discussions on the operation and status of 
Amended Protocol II, matters arising from the national 
reports, and the development of technologies to pro-
tect civilians against indiscriminate effects of mines, 
as requested by the Sixteenth Annual Conference of 
the High Contracting Parties to Amended Protocol 
II [YUN 2014, p. 671]. It made recommendations to the 
Seventeenth Annual Conference of High Contracting 
Parties to Amend Protocol II (see below).

Annual Conference of States Parties

�e Seventeenth Annual Conference of the High 
Contracting parties to Amended Protocol II (Geneva, 
11 November) [CCW/AP.II/CONF.17/6] issued an appeal 
to States that had not yet done so to accede to the 
Amended Protocol. �e Conference took note of the 
report of the Group of Experts [CCW/AP.II/CONF.17/3] 
and decided that the Group should continue to review 
the operation and status of the Protocol, matters aris-
ing from reports by High Contracting Parties and 
the development of technologies to protect civilians 
against indiscriminate effects of mines. It also de-
cided that the Group of Experts should analyse the 
implementation by the High Contracting Parties of 
their obligation to submit national annual reports and 
should study their content.

�e Conference took note of the report by the 
Coordinator on Improvised Explosive Devices (s) 
[CCW/AP.II/CONF.17/2] and decided that the High Con-
tracting Parties should request the Implementation 



Chapter VII: Disarmament 19

YUN 2015—2nd proof—01 June 2022

Improvised explosive devices

On 6 November, Afghanistan, also on behalf of 
Australia and France, introduced a draft resolution 
entitled “Countering the threat posed by improvised 
explosive devices” [A/C.1/70/L.36]. Subsequently, 26 
countries joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 7 December [meeting 67], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the First Committee 
[A/70/460], adopted resolution 70/46 (Countering 
the threat posed by improvised explosive devices) 
without vote [agenda item 97].

Practical disarmament

Disarmament Commission. �e Disarmament 
Commission [A/70/42] included in its agenda the item 
“Practical confidence-building measures in the field 
of conventional weapons” and decided to allocate 
it to Working Group II. On 21 April, the Chair of 
the Working Group introduced a conference room 
paper [A/CN.10/2015/WG.II/CRP.1] and, on the same 
day, the Working Group completed its reading of the 
paper. On 22 April, the Working Group adopted its 
report on the agenda item and decided to make the 
conference room paper available to the Commission 
at its substantive session of 2016.

Transparency

Conference on Disarmament. �e Conference 
on Disarmament [A/70/27] discussed the agenda item 
“Transparency in armaments” during the general 
debate. Delegations reaffirmed or further elaborated 
their respective positions on the agenda item.

UN Register of Conventional Arms

Reports of Secretary-General. In reports sub-
mitted in July [A/70/168] and September [A/70/168/
Add.1], the Secretary-General, pursuant to General 
Assembly resolution 68/43 [YUN 2013, p. 521], re-
ported that he had received information from 47 
States on the export and import of conventional 
arms covered by the United Nations Register of 
Conventional Arms, established in 1992 [YUN 1992, 
p. 75] to enhance transparency on arms transfer. 
�at included “nil reports”, as well as additional 
background information on military holdings, pro-
curement through national production and inter-
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[A/70/462], adopted resolution 70/69 (Thirty-fifth 
anniversary of the United Nations Institute for 
Disarmament Research) without vote 
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forces and UN peacekeeping mission personnel in 
the area of combating illicit small arms and light 
weapons. �e Centre also partnered with s and 
civil society organizations to promote the Arms 
Trade Treaty.

The Centre provided technical assistance to 
Member States in implementing instruments re-
lating to weapons of mass destruction, especially 
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological 
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their 




	__DdeLink__3450_1353407957
	__DdeLink__7016_3451133168
	_Hlk87445740
	__DdeLink__3958_3456732614
	__DdeLink__4051_1959872999
	__DdeLink__3763_3241806369
	__DdeLink__3747_3241806369
	_Hlk87959954
	_Hlk88221785
	__DdeLink__7011_2999369562
	__DdeLink__7745_1320568768
	_Hlk89774095
	__DdeLink__7066_1603226381
	__DdeLink__6920_296930504
	__DdeLink__6480_1279183602
	__DdeLink__8049_296930504
	__DdeLink__10422_39453162341

