Chapter Vil

Other political and security questions

In 2015, the United Nations continued to address
political and security questions related to its support
for regional peace and cooperation, the promotion of
decolonization, the peaceful uses of outer space and
the Organization’s public information activities.

e Special Committee on the Situation with re-
gard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples reviewed progress in implementing the
1960 Declaration, particularly the exercise of self-
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Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bo-
livia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
Cote d’lvoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Irag, Jamaica, Japan, Jor-
dan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao
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Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 23 December [meeting 82], the General
Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth
(Special Political and Decolonization) Committee
[A/70/505], adopted resolution 70/231 (Implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples)
by recorded vote (140-4-4) [agenda item 63].

RECORDED VOTE ON RESOLUTION 70/231:

In favour: Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Bar-
buda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Canada,
Chad, Chile, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia,
Fiji, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, In-
donesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Libya, Lithuania,
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lands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,

ailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: None.
Abstaining: Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Bel-

gium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Micronesia, Monaco, Montenegro,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
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New Caledonia

e Special Committee [A/70/23] considered the
question of New Caledonia on 26 June [A/AC.109/2015/
SR.8]. It had before it a Secretariat working paper on
the Territory [A/AC.109/2015/15] describing the con-
stitutional, legal and political issues, the social and
economic conditions and the position of the adminis-
tering Power. Statements were made by France, Sierra
Leone and New Caledonia. Papua New Guinea,
also on behalf of Fiji, introduced a draft resolution
[A/AC.109/2015/L.12] that the Committee adopted
without vote and recommended for adoption by the
General Assembly.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION
On 9 December [meeting 70], the General Assembly,
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Rica, Cote d’lvoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equato-
rial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon,
Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Ice-
land, India, Indonesia, Iran, Irag, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyz-
stan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Le-
sotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mar-
shall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mon-
golia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Nor-
way, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic
of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Gren-
adines, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands,
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, ailand, the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu,
Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela.6 1 (1)6S(p)-25t
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Scientific and Technical Subcommittee

e Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 23 December [meeting 82], the General Assembly,
on the recommendation of the Fourth Committee
[A/70/495], adopted resolution 70/230 (Matters
relating to activities under the United Nations
Programme on Space Applications in 2016) with-
out vote [agenda item 53].

Space technology for socioeconomic
development

In accordance with General Assembly resolution
69/85 [YUN 2014, p. 729], the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee [A/AC.105/1088] considered the agenda
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Space weather

In accordance with General Assembly resolution
69/85 [YUN 2014, p. 729], the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee considered the agenda item on space
weather. It had before it the report on the United
Nations/Japan Workshop on Space Weather: Science
and Data Products from International Space Weather
Initiative Instruments (Fukuoka, Japan, 2—6 March)
[A/AC.105/1096]. e Subcommittee heard scientific
and technical presentations by the representatives
of China, Japan, the Russian Federation and the
Scientific Committee on Solar-Terrestrial Physics. e
Subcommittee highlighted the progress that was made
over the previous year in advancing space weather ca-
pabilities at the national and international levels. It
noted with satisfaction that on the margins of its fifty-
second session, the Expert Group on Space Weather,
whose establishment was endorsed by the fifty-seventh
(2014) session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space, had met under the leadership of Can-
ada to define its programme of work, drawing on the
best practices of the work of expert group C on space
weather of the Working Group on the Long-term Sus-
tainability of Outer Space Activities. e Subcommit-
tee also endorsed the mandate and workplan of the
Expert Group on Space Weather.

Legal Subcommittee
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UN system coordination
Report of Secretary-General.
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public information policies and activities, and to
evaluate and follow up on e orts made and pro-
gress achieved by the UN system in information and
communications.

e Committee had before it three reports of the
Secretary-General on activities of the Department of
Public Information () from August 2014 to March
2015, which addressed strategic communications
services [A/AC.198/2015/2], NEWS SErvices [A/AC.198/2015/3],
and outreach and knowledge services [A/AC.198/2015/4].

e Committee held its general debate on 27
and 28 April. Paraguay participated in the session
as an observer, as did the Holy See, the State of
Palestine, the , the International Organization of
la Francophonie and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization. e Committee
adopted one draft resolution that it submitted to the
General Assembly for consideration (see below). e
Committee also took note of the proposed programme
budget for the 2016—2017 biennium [A/70/6 (Sect. 28)
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of the work was facilitated by the in Moscow
and the Urdu edition was prepared by the in

Islamabad.

Services to the stakeholders and clients of the
Dag Hammarskjold Library gained momentum. e
online knowledge base, “ASK Dag!”, grew exponen-
tially, with the number of questions viewed exceeding
20,000 a month. Some 3,332 UN documents (rep-
resenting 175,091 pages) were digitized during the
reporting period, and 1,223 of those were uploaded
to the O cial Documents System, making them
available to researchers and other users. General
Assembly documents continued to be added to the
Digital Repository (repository.un.org), with 1,084
new items added and available in all six o cial lan-
guages. e repository user interface was in English,
French and Spanish.

Guided Tours had resumed full operation in the
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