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In a December report [A/HRC/31/3], the High Com-
missioner noted that the second cycle of the  had 
continued with the participation of all 42 States as 
scheduled, focusing on progress made since the pre-
vious cycle. O continued to support, including 
through the Voluntary Trust Fund for Financial and 
Technical Assistance, the strengthening of standing 
interministerial structures and the development of 
national implementation plans and databases for track-
ing purposes.

Human Rights Council action. On 1 October 
[A/70/53/Add.1 (res. 30/14)], the Council decided to con-
vene at its thirty-second (2016) session, on the occasion 
of the tenth anniversary of the Council, a panel discus-
sion to take stock of the contribution of parliaments 
to the work of the Council and its  and to identify 
ways to enhance further that contribution. It requested 
 to organize the panel discussion and to liaise 
with the Inter-Parliamentary Union, States Members 
and relevant UN bodies and agencies, as well as civil 
society, s and national human rights institutions, 
with a view to ensuring their participation, and the 
High Commissioner to submit a summary report on 
the panel discussion at its thirty-fifth (2017) session.

Voluntary funds

OHCHR reports. In an April report 
[A/HRC/29/22], , pursuant to Council decision 
17/119 [YUN 2011, p. 613], provided an overview of con-
tributions and expenditures as at 31 December 2014 
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Working Group on Situations, which, on the recom-
mendation of the Working Group on Communications, 
reported to the Council on consistent patterns of gross 
violations and recommended a course of action.

Working Group on Communications. �e five-
member Working Group on Communications held its 
sixteenth (16–20 February) [A/HRC/WG.5/16/R.2] and 
seventeenth (17–21 August) [A/HRC/WG.5/17/R.2] ses-
sions in Geneva.
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�e meeting had before it notes prepared by 
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the report of the Advisory Committee on the ways 
and means to enhance such cooperation [YUN 2014, 
p. 774]; and requested the High Commissioner to 
submit to the Council at its thirtieth (2015) session a 
report on the ways and means, as well as obstacles and 
challenges and proposals to overcome them, for en-
hancing international cooperation in the UN human 
rights machinery, including the Council.

On 2 October [A/70/53/Add.1 (res. 30/25)], the Council 
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need for enhanced voluntary contributions to the rel-
evant UN funds to support technical assistance and 
capacity-building; decided that the theme for the an-
nual thematic panel discussion under agenda item 10 
to be held during its thirty-first (2016) session would 
be “Technical cooperation and capacity-building to 
promote and protect the rights of all migrants, in-
cluding women, children, older persons and persons 
with disabilities”; and requested  to submit a 
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to define that agenda and worked to defend women’s 
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manity, and stressed that the historic event established 
the conditions for the creation of the United Nations, 
designed to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war and to reaffirm faith in fundamen-
tal human rights and dignity and the worth of the 
human person, in the equal rights of men and women 
and of nations large and small. �e Council called 
on member States to unite their efforts in dealing 
with the challenges and threats to international peace 
and security and underlined the progress made since 
the end of the Second World War in overcoming its 
legacy and in promoting reconciliation, international 
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