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UN Secretary-General announces new youth climate advisers; calls on young 
people globally to ratchet up pressure this year 

Young people key to keeping climate goals alive, kicking fossil fuel addiction, 
driving climate justice 

 

Image attribution: UN Department of Global Communications  

NEW YORK, 16 March 2023 — UN Secretary-General António Guterres today announced the 
seven young climate leaders who will form his next Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change and 
called on young people everywhere to ratchet up the pressure, acknowledging their vital role 
keeping the world’s climate goals alive. 

The announcement comes as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change meets in 
Switzerland to finalize its landmark Synthesis Report, the first since the Paris Agreement was 
struck in 2015.  The report is expected to confirm that the world is dramatically off-track in its 
climate efforts but can still keep global warming below 1.5 degrees Celsius with deep and urgent 
emissions cuts in all sectors.  

“Climate change is the fight of our lives – and young people have been on the frontlines leading 
the charge for climate justice. The unrelenting conviction of young people is central to keeping 
climate goals within reach, kicking the world’s addiction to fossil fuels, and delivering climate 
justice,” said the Secretary-General. 
 
“Today, I am proud to announce the seven young leaders who will form my next Youth Advisory 
Group, working side-by-side with young climate activists and experts around the world. I 
thank my inaugural Youth Advisory Group for their tireless work throughout their two-year term 
to bring youth perspectives directly to me.”  
 
“I urge young climate advocates everywhere to keep raising your voices.  I am honoured to stand 
with young people around the world for bolder climate action.” 
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The seven members of the new Youth Advisory Group are: 

Ayisha Siddiqa (United States) is a Pakistani- American human rights and tribal land defender. 
She is the Co-founder of Polluters Out and Fossil Free University. Her work focuses on uplifting 
the rights of marginalized communities while holding polluting companies accountable at the 
international level. She is currently a research scholar at NYU School of Law, university working 
to bridge the environmental and human rights sector with the youth climate movement. Ayisha 
was recently named a Time magazine Woman of the Year. 

Beniamin Strzelecki (Poland) is a climate action and energy transition advocate. He coordinated a 
global network of youth-led energy organizations and worked with intergovernmental entities, 
including the International Renewable Energy Agency, Sustainable Energy for All, and the UN 
Industrial Development Organization to create opportunities for young people in the energy 
transition field. As a researcher, Beniamin worked on the economics of renewable power 
generation deployment at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research and the German 
Institute for Economic Research. He currently co-chairs the Student Energy Summit 2023 and 
continues his studies at New York University Abu Dhabi. 
 



 
 
 

3 

organizations and individuals with initiatives on promoting and strengthening Indigenous 
knowledge. 
 
Joice Mendez (Colombia/Paraguay) is a migrant, social entrepreneur, and climate advocate 
focused on the nexus of water, food and energy justice. Joice co-founded several local and 
regional youth organizations, including the Moema Viezzer Environmental Education 
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emphasizing as young people in the energy transition movement, ranging from access to finance 
to capacity building, to creation of opportunities for young professionals," said Beniamin 
Strzelecki.  
 
“As an organizer and youth activist, I have been working towards pushing the intergovernmental 
space further on climate ambition. It is a great honor to continue doing this work as an advisor to 
the Secretary-General,” said Ayisha Siddiqa  
 


