Information Note for Media

On 15 January 2016, the Secretary-General will present his Plan of Action to Prevent Violent
Extremism (PVE) to the General Assembly (A/70/674).

The Secretary-General transmitted the Plan to the President of the General Assembly though a Letter
dated 22 December (A/70/675).

While recognizing the importance of ongoing, essential security-based counter-terrorism
measures, the Plan proposes a comprehensive approach, including systematic preventive
measures to address the drivers of violent extremism.

The Context

Violent extremism is a scourge of our times. The Secretary-General is appalled by the attacks and
atrocities committed against innocent civilians around the world by terrorist by groups such as
ISIL, Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab, and by violent extremists inspired by them. These groups
spread hatred and violence and can destabilize countries and entire regions.

These groups pose a direct assault on the United Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and to the universal values upon which the United Nations was founded. They
present a serious threat to all four core areas of work of the international community: maintaining
peace and security, fostering sustainable development, promoting and protecting human rights
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