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The Honourable Mrs Indira Seebun
Minister of Women’s Rights, Child Development, Family
Welfare & Consumer Protection
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at the

36™ Session of the Committee to the Elimination of all Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
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Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Experts,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
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to convey my suncere congratulatlons to the newly elected members on this
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Let me also add that my delegation is composed of the following:

H.E Mr. Somduth Soborun Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Mauritius to the

United Nations

Mr Satyajit Boolell Parliamentary Counsel
State Law Office






We now have 12 elected women in the National Assembly compared to
only 4 in the previous Government that is a three-fold increase in women
representation. This is a good start. Furthermore, | am pleased to state that
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sectors As a matter of fact, the Board is reviewing all jobs which are presently
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and will come up with new Remuneration Orders soon.
Madam Chairperson,
Gender based violence is said to be one of the most pervasive aspects of

violation of human rights. | believe this is a worldwide phenomenon The
Government of Mauritius pledged at the Beulng Conference ln 1995 to enact a

has been a major step in reaffirming the rights of women. My Ministry provides
decentralized support services to victims of domestic violence through its Famlly
nargti
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provide temporary protection to victims of violence.

Madam Chairperson,

Government is determined to take vigorous measures to combat sexual
abuse. The number of reported cases is on the increase and the Prime Minister
has announced that penalties for offenders would henceforth become more
severe. Our action is also geared towards extending all necessary support and
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counseling services are provided to potential women entrepreneurs. A
competition to reward the best Woman Entrepreneur is organized each year in
collaboration with this Ministry. Moreover, women entrepreneurs have been
provided with a Market Centre at Malabar. The place is also used by members
for training purposes.
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concurrently as in Mauritius. Sensitisation programmes, counseling services and
legal assistance are now available. A shelter for women and children in distress
has been set up, as well as a Police Family Protection unit.
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groups there are also two Women’s Centres WhICh are meant excluswely for
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