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Part One
Report of the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women on its eighteenth session



Letter of transmittal

6 February 1998
Sir,
| have the honour to refer to article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, according to which the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, established pursuant to the Convention, “shall, through the

Economic and Social Council, report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations
on its activities”.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women held its eighteenth
session from 19 January to 6 February 1998 at United Nations Headquarters. It adopted its
report on the session at its 383rd meeting, on 6 February. The report of the i@eenis
herewith submitted to you for transmission to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed)SalmaKhan
Chairperson
Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women
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goals of the Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth World to 21 November 1997. In that connection, she noted that the
Conference on Women. women of Afghanistan were not alone in experiencing

6. She stressed that, with the two annual sessions Ofm’glations of their human right.s and t'hat women and girls
Committee, which would strengthen its visibility and aIIO\/\f"lround the world, pfartlcularly In conflict S|tuat|9ns SUCh, as
greater opportunities for clear elaboration of the obligatioﬁg Rwanda, Burundi and Algeria, were es'pec[ally at risk.
of the Convention, the possibilities for full implementatiorﬁtrategles were needed to address such violations.

were enhanced. High expectations had been created requiring

rene\{ved comrr_utment fror_n Committee members both durmgb_ Attendance

sessions and inter-sessionally.

7. The SpeCial Adviser informed the Committee that thfz Twenty-one members of the Committee attended the
10th meeting of States Parties to the Convention would Bgssion. Ms. Desirée Bernard attended from 19 to 23 January,
held on 17 February 1998, to elect 12 Coittee members s, Silvia Cartwright from 19 to 23 January and 29 January
for a four-year term from 1 January 1999. to 6 February, Ms. Aida Gonzalez from 22 January to 6

8.  She informed the Committee that the United Natiorfsebruary, Ms. Ginko Sato from 2 to 6 February and Ms.
High Commissioner for Human Rights would meet with th&fanna Beate Schopp-Siting from 27 January to 6 February
Committee on 4 Februa998 and that that meeting would1998. Not in attendance were Ms. Tendai Ruth Bare and Ms.
provide an opportunity to discuss the anniversary of tHéervat Tallawy.

fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 3, A list of the members of the Committee, together with

Rights and the strengthening of the goals and the work of th indication of the duration of their term of office, is
treaty bodies in respect of gender. She also reported that ¢itained in annex Il to the present report.

Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on

violence against women, its causes and consequences, had

regretted her inability to attend the eighteenth session aB. Adoption of the agenda and organization
planned, but that the Special Rapporteur of the Commission  of work

on Human Rights on the elimination of all forms of religious

intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or beligfy.  The committee considered the provisional agenda and
would address the Committee on 28 Janued98. organization of work (CEDAW/C/1998/1/1 and Corr.1) at its
9. The Special Adviser informed the Committee that, &0th meeting, on 19 Januat®98. The agenda as adopted
a result of the implementation of the Secretary-General¢as as follows:

reform proposals, the Division for the Advancement of 1 Qpening of the session.

Women was now part of a new department, the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, whose mandate was to focus
on work in the area of normative, analytical and advisory 3. Report of the Chairperson on activities
services. It would also monitor, analyse and assess economic undertaken between the seventeenth and
and social policies and trends from a global as well as a eighteenth sessions of the Committee.

gender perspective.

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

4. Consideration of reports submitted by States

10. The Special Adviser also informed the Committee about parties under article 18 of thed@vention on the
the expert group meetings which the Division had organized Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
or co-hosted on the themes “Adolescent girls and their against Women.

rights”, “Gender-based persecution”, “Women’s enjoyment
of economic and social rights” and “Caregiving for older
persons - Gender dimensions”, in preparation for the forty-
second session of the Commission on the Status of Women.

Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
on the Elimination of Al Forms of
Discrimination against Women.

Ways and means of expediting the work of the

11. Shealsoinformed the Committee that, in her capacity Committee

as Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues

and Advancement of Women, she had participated inaround 7.  Provisional agenda for the nineteenth session.
table on the theme “Crimes of sexual violence”, held at g Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
Arusha from 4 to 6 October 1997, and had led the United eighteenth session.

Nations Inter-agency Gender Mission to Afghanistan from 12
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294. The Comuittee is gravely concerned about information concerned that notigh is being done to assist these
it has received with regard to violations of women’s human womenutiit socio-eanomic and health programmes and
rights in East Timor. that preventive measures and re-socialization efforts are

295. The Comirttee is concerned that the informationai_med principally at prostitutes and do not address male

provided on the situation of women in areas of armed coaniE{'ents'
reflects a limited understanding of the problem. The

Government’s remarks are confined to the participation of
women in the armed forces and do not address the
vulnerability of women to sexual exploitation in conflict

situations, as well as a range of other human rights abug’eosl' The Comm
affecting women in such contexts.

Suggestions and recommendations

296. The Comrttee notes the information on the situation

of migrant women, which has been presented in the form of
a supplement to the report. However, the Committee remains
concerned that this does not include discussion of reports of
the death as a result of mistreatment and abuses of Indonesian
migrant women abroad, as well as cases of trafficking for the
purposes of prostitution. It is concerned that the Government
lacks the mechanisms to respond to abuses of Indonesian
women abroad.

297. The Comrttee is gravely concerned about reported
cases of coercion in the course of the implementation of the
family planning programme. The Committee points out that
such coercion contravenes the Government’s obligations
under the Convention to ensure women’s k&prctive rights

to freedom of choice and informed consent with respect to
methods of family planning.

298. The Comrittee is concerned that limited information
has been provided on the problem of HIV/AIDS. There is no
data on the extent of the problem, rates of increase or any sex-
disaggregated data. The Committee is particularly concerned
that the problem of HIV/AIDS is being attributed to women

in prostitution. Concern is also expressed about programmes
designed to “clean the city streets” of prostitutes whenever
there is a major international event in Jakarta. Information
provided to the Committee by other sources suggests that
women taken off the streets have been subjected to forced
vaginal examinations.

299. The Comiittee is seriously concerned about the extent
of unemployment amongst women, particularly those from
female-headed households, in the light of the current
economic crisis. It is also concerned about wage disipar
between female and male workers, job-segregation in the
workforce, with women disproportionately occupying low-
skilled and low-paying jobs, as well as women’s unequal
access to social security, employment and health benefits.

300. The Comrittee is concerned that not enough is being
done to address the issue of ptibgion and trafficking in
women as envisaged in article 6 of the Convention. Itis also

27
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Chapter VIII
Adoption of the report

478. At its 383rd meeting, on 6 February 1998, the
Committee adopted the report on its eighteenth session
(CEDAWI/C/1998/I/L.1 and Add.1-9), as orally amended.
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Chapter |
Matters brought to the attention of
States parties

A. Statements on reservations to the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women
adopted by the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

1. The Committee adopted the following statement on
reservations to the Convention which it wishes to bring to the
attention of States parties as its contribution to the
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Introduction

2. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women wishes to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the five-year
review of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
with a statement concerning the adverse impact that
reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women have on the
achievement by women of full and substantive equality with
men. The Committee has extensive experience of the impact

47
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Equatorial Guinea

Uruguay 9. Dates of the twentieth session of the
Committee

Third periodic reports

Belarus 401. Consistent with the calendar of conferences for 1998,

Luxembourg the twentieth session should be held from 18 January to

Finland 5 February 1999. The pre-session working group for the

twentieth session will meet from 11 to 15 January 1999.
Fourth periodic reports
Sweden Notes

In the event that one of the above-mentioned States | Official Records of the G A blv. Fift q
. : . IClal Records o e General Assembply, FIfty-secon
pgrnes should be unable to .pre'sent its report, the Cittaen Session, Supplement No. G¥52/38/Rev.1), part Il
will consider the fourth periodic report of Denmark. para. 469.

2 At its thirteenth session, the Committee agreed that for

. . those States parties that have entered substantive
8. Members of the pre-session working reservations to the Convention, it would include, in the

groups for the twentieth and twenty- concluding comments it prepares following the review of
first sessions their reports, a section in which the Committee’s views

would be reflectedOfficial Records of the General
Assembly, Forty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 38
400. The Comrittee decided that the members of the pre- ~ (A/49/38), chap. |, sect. C, para. 10.

session working group for the twentieth session and their

alternates should be:

Members

Ms. Emna Aouij (Africa)

Ms. lvanka Corti (Europe)

Ms. Salma Khan (Asia)

Ms. Yolande Ferrer (Latin America)

Alternates

Ms. Charlotte Abaka (Africa)

Ms. H. B. Schopp-SdHting (Europe)

Ms. Chikako Taya (Asia)

Ms. Aida Gonzalez (Latin America and the Caribbean)

The Committee decided that the members of the pre-
session working group for the twenty-first session and their
alternates should be:

Members

Ms. Charlotte Abaka (Africa)

Ms. H. B. Schopp-SdHting (Europe)

Ms. Yung-Chung Kim (Asia)

Ms. Aida Gonzalez (Latin America and the Caribbean)

Alternate

Ms. Kongit Sinegiorgis (Africa)

Ms. Feride Acar (Europe)

Ms. Savitri Goonersekere (Asia)

Ms. Rosalyn Hazelle (Latin America and the
Caribbean)
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States parties

Date of receipt of the instrument
of ratification or accession

Date of entry into force

Democratic Republic
of the Congb

Denmark

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Estonia

Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Grenada

Guatemala

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

Lao People’'s Democratic
Republic

Latvia

Lebanon

17 Octobelr986
21 April 1983
15 September 1980
2 September 1982
9 November 1981
18 September 1981
19 August981°
23 October 1984
5 September 1995
21 October 1991
10 September 1981
28 August1995 ©
4 September 1986
14 Decembd83 ©
21 January 1983
16 April 1993
26 October 1994
10 July 1985
2 January 1986
7 Jun&983
30 Augusit9o90
12 Augusito82
9 Augus1982
23 Augudns8s
17 July 1980
20 July 1981
3 Marcii983
22 Decembelr980
18 June 1985
9 July 19958
13 Septemb&p84
13 Augustl 986 ®
23 Decembet985 ° ©
3 October 1991
10 June 1985
19 October 1984
25 June 1985
1 July 1992
9 March 1984
2 September 1994
10 February 1997

14 Augus1981
14 April 1992
21 April 1997°

16 November 1986
21 May 1983
3 September 1981
2 October 1982
9eember1 981
18 October 1981
18 September 1981
22 November 1984
5 October 1995
20 November 1991
10 October 1981
27 September 1995
4 October 1986
13 January 1984
20 February 1983
16 May 1993
25 November 1994
9u4gust1985
1 February 1986
7 July 1983
29 September 1990
11 September 1982
8 September 1982
22 September 1985
3 September 1981
3 September 1981
2 April 1983
3 September 1981
18 July 1985
8 Agust1993
13 October 1984
12 September 1986
22 January 1986
2 November 1991
10 July 1985
18 November 1984
25 July 1985
31 July 1992
8 April 1984
2 October 1994
12 March 1997

13 September 1981

14 May 1992
21 May 1997
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States parties

Date of receipt of the instrument
of ratification or accession

Date of entry into force

Singapore 5 October 1995 4 November 1995
Slovakig 28 May 1993¢ 27 June 1993
Slovenia 6 July 1992 5 Agust1992

South Africa 15 Decembelr99% 14 January 1996
Spain 5 January 1984 4 February 1984
Sri Lanka 5 October 1981 4 November 1981
Suriname 1 March 1993 31 March 1993
Sweden 2 July 1980 3 September 1981
Switzerland 27 March 1997 26 April 1997
Tajikistan 26 October 1993 25 November 1993
Thailand 9 Augusfiogz b ¢ 8 September 1985

The former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia 18 Januat994 17 February 1994
Togo 26 September 1983 26 October 1983
Trinidad and Tobago 12 January 1990 11 February 1990
Tunisia 20 September 1985 20 October 1985
Turkey 20 Decembet985 P 19 January 1986
Turkmenistan 1 May 1997 31 May 1997
Uganda 22 July 1985 21uWgust1985
Ukraine 12 March 1981 3 September 1981

United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland 7 April 1986 7 May 1986
United Republic of Tanzania 20 Auguk985 19 September 1985
Uruguay 9 Octobet 981 8 November 1981
Uzbekistan 19 July 1995 18uyust1995
Vanuatu 8 September 1995 8 October 1995
Venezuela 2 May 1983 1 June 1983
Viet Nam 17 February 1982 19 March 1982
Yemen" 30 May 198%° 29 June 1984
Yugoslavia 26 February982 28 March 1982
Zambia 21 June 1985 21 July 1985
Zimbabwe 13 May 1991 12 June 1991

a Accession.

b Declarations and reservations.

¢ Reservation subsequently withdrawn.
4 Succession.

¢ Before becoming separate States on 1 January 1993, zeeh@R@ublic and Slovakia formed part of Czechoslovakia, which State had
ratified the Convention on 16 February 1982.

{ Effective 17 May 1997 Zaire was renamed Democratic Republic of the Congo.

9 With effect from 3 October 1990, the German Democratic Republic (which ratified the Convention on 9 July 1980) and the Federal
Republic of Germany (which ratified the Convention on 10 July 1985) united to form one sovereign State, which acts in the United
Nations under the designation “Germany”.

h On 22 May 1990 Democratic Yemen and Yemen merged to form a single State, which acts in the United Nations under the designation
“Yemen”.
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Annex ||
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Membership of the Committee on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women

Name of member

Charlotte Abaka
Ayse Feride Acdf
Emna Aouij
Tendai Ruth Bare

Desiree Patricia Bernard

Carlota Bustelo Garcia del Ré&al

Silvia Rose Cartwriglit

Miriam Yolanda Estrada Castillo

Ivanka Corti

Yolanda Ferrer GGméz
Aida Gonzéalez Martinéz
Sunaryati Hartono
Aurora Javate de Dios
Salma Khaii
Yung-Chung Kin¥

Lin Shangzheh

Ahoua Ouedraogbd
Anne Lise RyeT

Ginko Sato

Hanna Beate Schépp-Stimg™
Carmel Shalev

Kongit Sinegiorgi§

Mervat Tallawy

" Term of office expires in 1998.
" Term of office expires in 2000.

Country of natiolitg

Ghana
Turkey
Tunisia
Zimbabwe
Guyana
Spain
New Zealand
Ecuador
Italy
Cuba
Mexico
Indonesia
Philippines
Bangladesh
Republic of Korea
China
Burkina Faso
Norway
Japan
Germany
Israel
Ethiopia
Egypt
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States parties

Date dde

Date of submission

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Estonia

Ethiopia

Finland

France

Gabon
Gambia

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Grenada

Guatemala

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

Indonesia

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

18 October 1986

18 September 1986

22 November 1989

20 November 1996

10 October 1986

4 October 1991

13 January 1989

20 February 1988
16 May 1998

9 August 990

1 February 1991

7 July 1988

29 September 1995

11 September 1987

8 September 1987

22 September 1990
3 September 1986
3 September 1986

2 April 1988

3 September986

18 July 1990

13 October 1989

12 September 1991

22 January 1991

2 November 1996

Considered by Committee
(session (year))

19 December 1986
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.2)

18 December 1987
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.12)

6 January 1994
(CEDAW/C/GNQ/2-3)

22 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3)
16 October 1995
(CEDAWI/C/ETH/1-3/Add.1)

9 February 1993
(CEDAWI/C/FIN/2)

10 December 1990
(CEDAWI/C/FRA/2 and Rev.1)

8 October 1996
(CEDAWI/C/DEU/2-3)

29 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/GHA/1-2)

1 March 1996
(CEDAWI/C/GRC/2-3)

2 April 1991
(CEDAW/C/GUA/1-2 and Corr.1)
7 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/GUA/1-2/ Amend.1)

28 October 1987
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.9)

29 September 1986
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.1)

5 May 1993
(CEDAW/C/ICE/1-2)

6 February 1997
(CEDAW/C/IDN/2-3)

6 February 1997
(CEDAWI/C/IRL/2-3)

7 April 1997
(CEDAW/C/ISR/1-2)

Ninth (1990)

Eleventh (1992)

Fifteenth (1996)

Fourteenth (1995)

Twelfth (1993)

Eleventh (1992)

Thirteenth (1994)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eleventh (1992)

Seventh (1988)

Fifteenth (1996)

Eighteenth (1998)

Seventeenth (1997)
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Date of submission

Considered by Committee

(session (year))

States parties Date dde

Italy 10 July 1990
Jamaica 18 November 1989
Japan 25 July 1990
Jordan 31 July 1997
Kenya 8 April 1989

Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

Latvia
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Luxembourg

Madagascar
Malawi
Maldives
Mali

Malta

Mauritius

Mexico

Mongolia

Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Norway

Panama
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13 September 1986

14 May 1997
16 Augustl989
15 June 1994

4 March 1994

16 April 1994
11 April 1992
1 July 1998
10 October 1990
7 April 1996

8 August1989

3 September 1986

3 September 1986

23 December 1997
22 May 1996
22 Augudtoo6

9 February 1990

26 November 1986

13 July 1990

3 September 1986

28 November 1986

1 March 1994
(CEDAWIC/ITA/2)

17 Feburary 1998
(CEDAWI/C/IAM/2-4)

21 February 1992
(CEDAWI/C/JPN/2)

4 December 1990
(CEDAWI/C/KEN/1-2)

8 April 1997
(CEDAW/C/LUX/2)

23 February 1992
(CEDAW/C/MAR/1-2)

3 December 1987
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.10)

17 March 1987
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.7)

3 November 1992
(CEDAWI/C/NZE/2)
27 October 1993
(CEDAW/C/NZE/2/Add.1)

16 March 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.20)

13 February 1997
(CEDAWI/C/NGA/2-3)

23 June 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.15)

17 January 1997
(CEDAW/C/PAN/2-3)

Seventeenth (1997)

Thirteenth (1994)

Twelfth (1993)

Seventeenth (1997)

Fourteenth (1995)

Ninth (1990)

Ninth (1990)

Thirteenth (1994)

Twelfth (1993)

Nineteenth (1998)

Tenth (1991)

Nineteenth (1998)
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Date of submission

States parties Date dde
Dominica 3 September 1994

Dominican Republic

Ecuador
Egypt

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
France
Gabon
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
Italy
Indonesia

Jamaica

Kenya

Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

Liberia
Mauritius

Mexico

Mongolia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Norway

Panama

Peru

2 October 1995

9 December 1994
18 October 1994

18 October 1994

22 November 1997
10 October 1994
13 January 1997
20 February 1996
7 July 1996

11 September 1995
8 September 1995
3 September 1994
3 September 1994

2 April 1996

3 September994

3 July 1998
10 July 1998

13 October 1997

18 November 1997

8 April 1997
13 September 1994

16 Augustl997
8 August1997
3 September 1994

3 September 1994

9 February 1998

26 November 1994

3 September 1994

28 November 1994

13 October 1995

Considered by Committee
(session (year))

29 October 1997
(CEDAW/C/DOM/4)

17 February 1998
(CEDAW/C/JAM/2-4)

7 March 1997
(CEDAW/CIMEX/3-4)

2 March 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NZL/3-4)
15 April 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NZL/3-4)

16 June 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NIC/4)

1 September 1994
(CEDAW/C/NOR/4)

25 November 1994
(CEDAW/C/PER/3-4)

Eighteenth (1998)

Eighteenth (1998)

Nineteenth (1998)

Fourteenth (1995)

Nineteenth (1998)
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